Transitional education for child laborers. A review of residential bridge camps for mainstreaming ex-child laborers into the formal education system.
Residential bridge camps provide intensive education in residential settings with the aim of preparing hard-core child laborers to be integrated in mainstream schools. The author reviews the extent to which residential bridge camps are effective interventions for integrating former child laborers into the mainstream schools at age appropriate levels. The research was based on a thorough review of secondary data, with 786 abstracts being screened. Given the methodological limitations of the studies, the only reliable inferences the author can advance through this review are on the aspects that appear to be promising, but which require further research.